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(57) Abstract: This is a Putter which, when suspended 
from the end of the shaft, hangs at right angles to level 
ground and is balanced to act like a true pendulum when 
swung at right angles to the putting face(s). With the 
shaft inserted, unusually, at the toe end of the head where 
most of the mass is concentrated, a small but effective 
hitting area (the sweet spot) with minimal inadvertent 
contact with the ground is achieved. With the top surface 
of the head being at right angles to the shaft and given the 
width of the head generous aiming lines presented flat 
to the golfer are obtained for both right- or left-handed 
use. The variable length shaft allows for multi-use. 
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GOLF PUTTER 

1. 

For some considerable time golfers have struggled to achieve some measure of 
consistency and success in the difficult art of 'putting 1 . Many different putters have been 
produced but, by and large, the problems lie not only with the golfer but with the way the 
conventional putter is used. This invention is an attempt to overcome the major physical 
problems facing golfers and to provide them with a novel alternative method, albeit within 
the Royal and Ancient Rules of Golf. 

2. 

The problems with conventional putting are :- 

(a) the difficulty of achieving a 'straight' backswing and 'straight' follow through. Although 
the golf professional will teach using the putter like a 'pendulum 1 this can never be 
properly achieved because of the necessary 10° angle between shaft and head (R. and 
A. Rule book Appendix II I.d.(i) ). With the best will in the world the swing will want to 
form an arc around the body thus a 'straight' backswing and follow through has to be 
'manufactured' by the golfer. 

(b) the difficulty of achieving an accurate Mine of sight'. The eyes see a line to the aiming 
point which is different to that of the ball to the aiming point (parallax error). The 
difficulty is compounded by the fact that the eyes are not facing the line of sight 
required. 

(c) the difficulty of 'putting' across the body. Professional golfers (right handed) do not like 
left to right putts and vice versa. 

3. 

This invention addresses all these problems and provides an alternative method of 
'putting'. 

4. 

The Putter, when suspended from the end of the shaft, has been designed to hang 
vertically. The shaft has been inserted in the head at the point of balance and therefore 
hangs at right angles to level ground. When swung the Putter will swing like a true 
pendulum and because of the unusual positioning of the shaft (at the 'toe' end of the 
head) the heel will be well clear of the ground. The nearest point of contact to the ground 
will be almost directly under the shaft, thus, on making a stroke with the shaft vertical 
(croquet style Page 7 Fig 3) inadvertent contact with the ground will be minimal. 
Reference to Page 8 Fig 4 will show that the head is 'hollowed' out resulting in most of the 
mass of the Putter being concentrated directly under the shaft almost in the form of a 
cylinder. A solid strike of the ball at the 'sweet spot' (the point of contact below the shaft) 
results and because of the true pendulum action and the method of use (see Page 7 Fig 
3) the three problems outlined in para 2 a.b.c. are overcome. 

5. 

The head of the putter is so designed that it has two identical faces - thus it can be used 
right- or left-handed. Because of its width (Page 8 Fig 4) generous aiming lines can be 
etched on the top surface which as can be seen is at right angles to the shaft thus 
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presenting the golfer with a perfect flat face when putting 'croquet 1 style. 
6. 

The putter will be provided with a conventional length putter shaft but will have the 
facility of being lengthened by means of a screwed-in extension (see Fig 2) thus it can 
be used in several ways, notably conventionally (see Fig 1) or in the way shown in 
Figure 3. (croquet style). It can also be used in the manner known as the , 
'broomhandle', with the golfer standing astride the line of sight and the shaft almost 
directly under the chin. 

7. 

(a) The putter head will be made of metal 

(b) The shaft will be made of steel and the grips (including the extension) of fully 
rounded material 

(c) To achieve a satisfactory 'pendulum 1 action the putter is heavy - almost twice the 
weight of conventional putters (approx 900gms) 

8. 

(a) Figure 1 shows the general view of the putter fitted with a conventional shaft 

(b) Figure 2 shows how the screwed-in extension to the shaft will be fitted 

(c) Figure 3 shows how the putter is used with the extension fitted. It will be observed 
that by making use of the putters' true pendulum action the problems outlined in 
Para 2 are overcome. There is no 'arc' around the body (Para 2(a)). The 'line of 
sighf is directly over the ball (Para 2(b)) and the problem of left to right putts does 
not arise (Para (2c)) 

(d) Figure 4 gives detail of the head of the putter 



WO 01/91860 



PCT/GBO 1/02220 



CLAIMS 



JL 

This is a Putter which, when suspended from the end of the shaft, hangs at right an- 
gles to level ground and is balanced to act like a true pendulum when swung at right 
angles to the putting face(s). With the shaft inserted, unusually, at the toe end of the 
head where most of the mass is concentrated, a small but effective hitting area (the 
sweet spot) presented with minimal Inadvertent contact with the ground (Page 1 
Para4) is achieved. With the top surface of the head being at right angles to the 
shaft and given the width of the head (Page 8 Fig 4) generous aiming lines presented 
flat to the golfer are obtained for both right- or left-handed use. The variable length 
shaft allows for multi-use and it is claimed that this combination of factors represent 
a novel departure from the accepted methods of putting and is therefore original. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 
[received by the International Bureau on 7 November 2001 (07.1 1.01); 
original claim 1 replaced by new claims 1-4(1 page)] 

1. A golf putter wherein a straight shaft is inserted towards one end of the 
head, the head having its centre of mass concentrated beneath the shaft insertion 
point so that the putter swings at right angles to the putting face like a true pendulum 
when suspended vertically, the top surface of the head being at right angles to the 
shaft at least at the shaft insertion point, the head being shaped so that the greatest 
depth of the head is immediately below the shaft insertion point and the head having 
two identical flat striking surfaces to allow for use by right - or left-handed players, 
wherein also the putter is provided with an extension to the shaft to enable the putter 
to be converted from use in a conventional putting style to use in a broomhandle or 
pendulum style of putting. 

2. Aputter as claimed in claim 1 wherein the top surface of the head is wide 
and aiming marks are etched into said top surface. 

3. A putter as claimed in claims 1 or 2 wherein at least part of the head which 
is not directly under the shaft is hollowed out 

4. A putter as claimed in any of claims 1 to 3 wherein the weight of the putter 
is nearly twice that of a conventional putter. 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 
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Figure 1 
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Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
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Figure 4 
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